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Example of previous tools
developed by EBTC

• Truckers Web guide (2006)

• White paper: the importance of efficient 
Canada/U.S. border crossings (2006)

• Consultation and approval guide for border projects
(2007)



Why an inventory of the various green initiatives 
implemented in each jurisdiction ?

• Previous EBTC workshops and meetings highlighted the fact that
environment and air quality are linked to all aspects of 
transportation, including at the border (infrastructure, policies, 
trucking regulation, etc)

• Sustainable development is now part of the mission of most of the 
Ministries/Departments of transportation in the Northeast

• The green shift is a huge challenge for the transportation (mainly 
trucking) industry and for government agencies

• It’s related to EBTC mandate to facilitate information exchange



The relative importance of Transportation 
and trucking in GHG emissions

• Transport-related emissions account for 
27% of Canada’s GHG emissions

• In 2006, road transportation accounted for 
70% of overall transportation-related
emissions

• Heavy-duty diesel vehicles (Trucking) 
accounts for 29.6% of the road 
transportation emissions

• Emissions from transport increased
32% between 1990 and 2006



The impact of transportation on the 
environment

• Consumption of fuel in the US:

– Since the mid1970s, 
transportation’s share of 
petroleum use increased faster
than the other sectors, including
industry



The challenge of reducing the impact of 
transportation on the environment and air quality 

can’t be ignored by EBTC

• In 2006, up to 13 million trucks crossed the border at one of the 124 
crossings between Canada and the US

• 11.61 million (up to 90%) used one of the 20 busiest crossings

• Trucking supports 61% of the value of trade between Canada and 
the US 



The green transportation initiatives 
spreadsheet



Guideline
• It should be completed by all jurisdictions

• It should be neutral and not include any interpretation or analysis

• It should be limited to provincial and state initiatives

• It should ramain simple but offer links to more complete references

• It should be available on the EBTC web site

http://ebtc.info/



Examples

• Speed limiters in Québec and Ontario

• Long combination vehicles (LCV) pilot project in New 
Brunswick

• Enhanced Vehicle inspection program in Maine
• Regional greenhouse gases initiative in New York



Conclusions

• Every jurisdiction has its share of initiatives to reduce the 
impact of transportation (mainly trucking) on air quality

• Initiatives take various forms:
– Support to the industry (financial and technical)
– Legislation
– Pilot projects

• Significant similarities between initiatives, especially
among provinces and states

• No specific initiatives target the border



Conclusions (2)

• Main concern: reduce air pollutants and GHG emissions
resulting from combustion of fuel

• Strong focus on idling and new technologies

• Sponsoring agencies: 
– Ministries/Departments of transportation
– Ministries/Departments of environment



Notice!

• It has no legal value, it’s a reference document

• It has been built by transportion specialists

• It has been validated by proper agencies in each
jurisdiction

• It could be updated as necessary to reflect new 
legislation or changes in policies



Questions – comments - suggestions

• Content?

• Format?

• Distribution?

http://ebtc.info/


