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General logistics and supply chain trends and challenges: 
Canada - US Trade: $1.6 Billion a day in goods  

& 300,000 people per day cross our borders 
 

ÅMotor carriers prices are increasing, motor carrier revenue is up by 6.2% 

ÅMotor carriers handle 77% of the freight volume in the US 

ÅRail prices are also up, as are revenues, by 15.3% 

ÅIntermodal freight volume is up 4.9% 

ÅAir, Water and Pipeline revenues are in decline 

ÅInventory carrying costs are up by 7.6% due to higher costs  

  of taxes, insurance, obsolescence and depreciation. An important  

  factor in considering mode choice and transit times! 

ÅDriver shortages are rising! 

ÅSustainability is ever more important! 

ÅUncertain global economic trends? 

ÅNatural disasters and climate change impacts? 

ÅTerrorism ï risk mitigation and its effects on the supply chain? 
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  April 2009 = $2.34 In CA  

  April 2010 = $3.23 In CA 

  April 2011 = $4.47 In CA 

   July 2012 = $3.87 in CA 

 

  September, 2013 = $4.22 in CA 

  Volatile Diesel  

  Fuel Prices 
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U.S. Merchandise Trade with Canada by Surface  

Modes of Transportation: (in millions of dollars) 

Source BTS.gov 
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Intermodal 

The Economy??? 

    Time- based competition 

   Information technology 

Relationships 

                 The Turbulent Transportation Environment! 

Globalization 

    Sustainability? 

So, what can you do? 
 

Run away? 
 

Or 
 

Work togetheréCollaboration! 
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Source: : 2011 NAICS 

Top Michigan Imports and Exports by Country 2009-

2012 

Importing Countries 
2009 Total 

Merchandise 

2012 Total 

Merchandise 
% Change 

World 

(total imports) 
59,748,000,000 116,216,000,000 +95% 

Canada 28,172,000,000 49,528,000,000 +76% 

Mexico 17,216,000,000 38,141,000,000 +122% 

China   2,980,000,000    6,751,000,000 +127% 
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Exporting Countries 
2009 Total 

Merchandise 

2012 Total 

Merchandise 
% Change 

World 

(total exports) 
32,655,000,000 56,993,000,000 +75% 

Canada 15,904,000,000 25,400,000,000 +60% 

Mexico   5,214,000,000 10,464,000,000 +101% 

China   1,333,000,000   3,249,000,000 +144% 

*Values in Millions of Dollars* 


