
Perspec'ves	at	the	Border	
Ron	Rienas,	General	Manager	

Peace	Bridge	Authority	

Presented	to:	

Eastern	Border	Transporta<on	Coali<on	
April	19,	2016	



“The	Canada-U.S.	border	has	become	bogged	down	
by	security	measures	since	the	9/11	terror	a=acks.		
In	2000,	90	million	cars	and	7.1	million	trucks	
crossed	the	border	compared	with	59.6	million	cars	
and	5.8	million	trucks	in	2014.”	

“So	obviously	between	2000	and	2014	there	has	
been	a	significant	thickening	of	the	border.	…So	
there	is	clearly	work	to	be	done	to	make	the	border	
more	efficient,”	Mr.	Goodale	said.”	

Public	Safety	Minister	Ralph	Goodale	
Globe	and	Mail,	March	7,	2016	



Peace	Bridge	Projects	Update	



Volume	Trends	and	Forecasts	



Volume	Trends	and	Forecasts	vs.	Actual	

Actual	-	11.6	million	



Projected	vs.	Actual	Volumes	(in	millions)	

CARS	 TRUCKS	

Projected	2016	 Actual	2016	 Projected	2016	 Actual	2016	

Peace	Bridge	 12.4	–	14.5	 4.2	 1.5	–	2.0	 1.2	

NFBC	 18.1	–	24.8	 5.5	 1.3	–	1.8	 0.7	

!  PopulaRon	declines	
!  A=racRons	(casinos,	theme	parks,	retail)	
!  Laws	and	taxes	
!  Currency	exchange	
!  DocumentaRon	requirements	
!  Border	experience	
!  Delay	percepRons	
!  Shi[ing	trade	pa=erns	

Reasons	



'80-'81: Gasoline shortage in U.S. 
results in Americans traveling to 
Canada to purchase gasoline 

'89: Free trade agreement between 
U.S. & Canada 

'90-'93: Increase in tobacco tax in 
Canada results in Canadians 

traveling to the U.S. for tobacco 
products 

'94: NAFTA 

'96: Toll increase 

'97 & '00: Toll increase 

'01: 9/11 attack in U.S 

'03: WHO SARS travel advisory in 
Toronto 

'06: Smoke Free Ontario Act 
implemented 

'07: Toll increase; CAD reaches 30 
year high against USD 

'09: Western Heimsphere Travel 
Initiative enacted 
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Peace	Bridge	Historical	Auto	Traffic	



Peace	Bridge	Historical	Commercial	Vehicle	Traffic	

’89:  Free trade agreement 
Between U.S. & Canada 

’94:  NAFTA 
’96:  Toll Increase 

’98 Toll increase 

’99:  Commercial Vehicle 
Processing Center Opens 

’00:  Toll increase 

’01:  Addition of U.S. 
commercial inspection lanes 

’05:  Addition of U.S. 
commercial inspection lanes 

’07: Toll increase; CAD 
reaches 30 year high against 

USD 

’10: Addition of Canadian 
commercial inspection lane 
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Trade	PaKerns	(in	billions)	

U.S.	Trade	with	Canada	

Exports	 Imports	

2015	 $280.3	 $295.2	

1985	 $47.3	 $69.0	

U.S.	Trade	with	Mexico	

2015	 $236.4	 $294.8	

1985	 $13.6	 $19.1	

U.S.	Trade	with	China	

2015	 $116.2	 $481.8	

1985	 $3.9	 $3.9	

Source:		U.S.	Census	





Peace	Bridge	Traffic	Compared	to		
Grand	Island	Bridge	(AADT)	-	2010	
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Ac'ons	

!  Beyond	the	Border	AcRon	Plan	
!  Regulatory	CooperaRon	Council	
!  FAST	
!  NEXUS	
!  Entry/Exit	
!  Pre-InspecRon/Pre-Clearance	
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Traffic	Modeling	Slides	





!  Commercial	Primary	Wait	Time	Comparison,	
RadiaRon	Portal	Monitors	
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!  Overall	Average	Wait	Time	During	NEXUS	Hours	of	OperaRon	
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Ques'ons	&	Answers	


