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Pew	Research	Center	(June	2017)	

Source:	Joanna	Slater,	“The	Trump	Effect:	Canadian,	Mexican	Confidence	in	U.S.	Leadership	Plummets”,	The	Globe	and	Mail,	June	27,	2017:	
h]ps://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/canadian-mexican-confidence-in-trump-leadership-plummets/ar2cle35472343/			



Why	so	Pessimis2c?		
Trump	has	
challenged	
Canadian/Trudeau’s	
views	on	3	baskets	of	
issues	(Robertson	
2017)	

–  Trade/Economy	
–  Energy/
Environment	

–  Border/Security	

Source:	Colin	Robertson,	“A	Primer	to	the	Trump-Trudeau	Mee2ng”,	Reports	of	the	Canadian	Global	Affairs	Ins8tute,	February	10,	2017	:	
h]p://www.colinrobertson.ca/?p=1827				



Trade/Economy	Basket	
(Bill	Clinton)	signed	the	

worst	trade	deal	ever	done.	
It	is	called	NAFTA.	We	are	
going	to	change	it	around	



NAFTA’s	Renego2a2on	Process	
•  May	18,	2017:	Trump	

no2ces	Congress	that	he	
wants	to	renego2ate	
NAFTA	

•  3	rounds	of	talks	since	
August	

•  Key	U.S.	demands:		
–  more	exports	of	U.S.	dairy	

products,	wine	and	grains		
–  freer	trade	in	

telecommunica2ons	and	
online	purchases	

–  an	overhaul	of	the	dispute-
se]lement	system	

–  new	rules	of	origin	to	boost	
U.S.	car	and	car	parts	
produc2on						

Source:	The	Canadian	Press,	,	“Trump	Administra2on	Lists	NAFTA	Demands”,	July	17,	2017:	
h]p://www.torontosun.com/2017/07/17/trump-administra2on-lists-naha-demands		



Energy/Environment	Basket	

•  No	men2on	of	“Climate	
Change”	at	February	13,	
2017	press	conference	
following	Trump/Trudeau	
1st	mee2ng	

•  June	1,	2017:	Trump	
announces	U.S.	
withdrawal	from	the	Paris	
Climate	Agreement	

•  June	29,	2017:	Trump	
announces	new	American	
energy	policy	aimed	at	
securing	U.S.	energy	
dominance	by	boos2ng	
“offshore	oil	and	natural	
gas	drilling	and	exports	of	
oil,	natural	gas	and	coal”	



Border/Security	Basket	
•  Syrian	refugees:	Trudeau	has	welcomed	40,000	to	Canada	since	Nov.	2015;	

Trump	has	signed	travel	bans	and	wished	to	close	U.S.	borders	to	them	

•  Trump	wishes	to	fight	terrorism:	what	if	events	convince	him	that	more	should	
be	done	to	secure	the	northern	border?	



U.S.	reac2on	to	O]awa/Saint-Jean-sur-
Richelieu	oct.	2014	a]acks	



Oct.	23,	2014,	Maine	Senatorial	Debate	
Bellows	vs.	Collins	

Q:	Is	the	U.S.	prepared	to	deal	with	Ebola?	
Q:	Aher	O]awa	and	Québec	a]acks,	do	you	feel	the	northern	border	is	secure?					

Source:	WMTW:	h]ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1KWsWxOQGQ&spfreload=10&channel=wmtwtv		

I	do	not.	I	actually	held	a	hearing	on	
this	issue	when	I	was	Chairman	of	
the	Homeland	Security	Commi]ee	
and	we	received	tes2mony	from	the	
GAO	that	suggested	that	[…]	border	
patrol	only	has	opera2onal	control	
of	a	very	small	por2on	of	that	

border	[…]	We	[must]	expand	our	
patrol	at	the	border	[…]	[We	should	
be]	far	more	concerned	about	the	
northern	border	than	the	southern	

border	in	terms	of	terrorists				

Too	many	in	government	
[…]	have	a	philosophy	of	
telling	the	American	

People	to	be	afraid	[…]	and	
than	have	used	that	to	

jus2fy	[…]	the	philosophy	
of	total	informa2on	

awareness,	and	engaging	
in	sweeping	surveillance						



Why	the	Storm	Might	not	Sweep	
Canada	(as	Much	as	we	Think)	



“Policy	Periodici2es”	
(Nincic	2012)	

•  What	will	Trump	
have	2me	to	
accomplish?	

•  How	much	
a]en2on	will	he	
pay	to	Canada?	

•  “What	do	
Americans	think	of	
us?	They	
don’t”	(Robertson	
2005)	



A	“Rocking	Horse	Presidency”?		

Source:	Alexandra	King,	“Zakaria:	Trump	had	‘hardly	done	anything’”,	CNN,	February	29,	2017:
h]p://www.cnn.com/2017/02/19/poli2cs/fareed-zakaria-trump-take-cnntv/index.html			



One	thing	I’ve	learned	
about	the	press	is	that	

they’re	always	hungry	for	a	
good	story,	and	the	more	
sensa2onal	the	be]er	(…)	
The	point	is	that	if	you	are	
a	li]le	different,	or	a	li]le	
outrageous,	or	if	you	do	
things	that	are	bold	or	

controversial,	the	press	is	
going	to	write	about	you		



Trump	is	not	the	Only	(Hu)man	in	Charge	

Ambi8on	must	be	made	to	
counteract	ambi8on	

James	Madison,	The	Federalist	Papers	(#51),	
February	8,	1788.	

It’s	a	very	rough	system.	It’s	an	archaic	system.	
It’s	a	really	bad	thing	for	the	country	

Donald	Trump,	Fox	News,	April	28,	2017.		



Where	the	Ac2on	is	for	Québec	

Source:	Govtrack:	h]ps://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/NH		



2018	Races	to	Watch	for	Québec	
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